                       THE CHANGING FACE OF HORSE PULLING

          If you think you know the sport of Horse Pulling, you’d better think again .If you see the only role for women as one of passivity and support ,you’d better take another look.

         In July 2011, Brandie Daniels made horse pulling history at the Bridgewater Ex, becoming the first woman to qualify for the International Championship and then proceed to get the job done in Cumberland Maine in October , capturing first place overall and having her name engraved on the much coveted trophy, which she gets to proudly display while in her possession till next fall.

         So chalk one up for the  “weaker” sex ,or more correctly ,chalk three up because in this case she did it with a very unlikely pair of mares .That is to say “unlikely looking” until you see them in action .Barb ,a 9 year old strawberry roan ,and Peggy a 10 year old  grey are both old style ,low set  and unassuming ,unless you are standing behind them and happen to notice that they are as thick as tree trunks through the hip and stifle  .But it takes more than muscle to be a champion and these mares are the whole package .Hearts like lions and a mind set that is -“Hook me to the world ,I’ll move it…because I want to.”

        Owned by her father in law, Billy Daniel’s, who raised and trained them to be pullers, they  were  brought to their full potential by Brandie and her husband Mark , with Mark taking the coaching and supportive roll and Brandy taking the reins.

          It’s been a highly successful team effort as all summer long they have been setting the bar at a level very few could challenge and now the icing on the cake the International Championship and the bragging rights that go with it.

          Brandie is no bragger though, and it takes a little prying to get down to how she really feels. She is proud of her achievement and rightly so. Yet that’s not all there is in her life from which to derive a sense of pride. She and Mark have three children,Tyler , Jill  and Ava ,nine, eight and four years old .When Ava was a year old Brandie decided to finish high school and trained to become a Licensed Practical Nurse , no small feat in itself, let alone the juggling act that must be the day to day life of the young Daniels family. Mark is employed at the Michelin Tire plant in Waterville and Brandie is a capable farmhand when called upon to fill that role .They live in Black Rock, King’s County, where they are kept busy raising their children and pursuing the mutual passion of pulling horses.

Mark was born into the sport, embracing it wholeheartedly from as far back as he can remember, as do the vast majority of the Daniels offsprings of which there are many. Indeed the Daniels name is synonymous with horse pulling far and wide.

Mark’s father, Billy just seems to have an eye for the good ones .Barb and Peggy are by no means the first team of winners that he’s pulled out of his hat.

Brandie comes to it all quite naturally as well. Born into the Parker family,(another bunch with pulling in their blood),some of her earliest memories ,from the age of two years, are of riding the scoot  alongside her uncle Richard and waiting for her chance to take the reins.( A scoot is a weighted drag or sled hauled over bare ground as a training device.)

As a child she felt the pull that many of us do towards the draft breeds and her involvement began when she was four or five driving single horse at the Lawrencetown Exhibition .For Brandie there was no looking back. Her marriage into the Daniels family and her contribution to the legacy just seems like the way it was meant to be.(The late Lorimer Daniels, Mark’s grandfather, was inducted into the Berwick  Sports Hall of Fame in June 2005.)

You may be meandering through a horse barn at a county fair or exhibition on a late summer evening after the events of the day are over. Keep your eye open for the grey and the roan, you may hear soft country strumming on an acoustic guitar and an uncommonly beautiful singing voice rising up out of the din of barn activity. That would be Brandie, truly a gal of many talents.

She is not the only woman to take on this male dominated sport .Angela Garnett of strong horse pulling lineage  , Kimberly Hiltz , a valley farrier andMelissa Merry of Caledonia,Queens County are all strong competitors in their own right .No longer satisfied to be in the designated lady’s classes, they prefer  to compete with the men ,head on ,either “round robin” or “pound for pound”*. They are paving the way for young girls to follow in their footsteps, changing the face of horse pulling and I for one welcome the change.

*In round robin each team gets a chance to hook on the load before weight is added,

 In pound for pound, the team stays hooked, pulling the load a short distance, usually 3 feet, each time more weight is added until they can pull no more. The winner is decided by a ratio between the weight of the team and the amount hauled.

