                 Horse Pulling Rules for Round Robin      Revised  Oct. & Dec. 2010

1)
All horses entered in the pulling events to be weighed without harness, on the day of the event where possible.

2)
All teamsters taking part in the competition will draw for pulling position, 30 minutes before the first class. All classes draw at same time.

3)
Only one teamster per team. Helpers allowed for hooking and or breakage/accident. Hookers must stay behind the front of the drag at all times, once the team has been hooked. Only the teamster is allowed to the heads of the horses to adjust equipment and must be back behind the evener with reins in hand before the team can start. If the horses start before the teamster is in place, that start will be lost.

4)
Rails will be 11 ft. apart in front of the drag and 26 ft. long. At the 20 ft. mark to be 18 ft. apart. When possible rails should be made of solid construction (2x4 etc.) Horses must stay between the rails at all times. Going over the rail you lose that start and the drag is reset. ***In the case of a 20 ft pull, rails to be straight and 11 ft. apart for the Light class and 14 ft. apart for Medium and Heavy. Horses to stay between rails at all times. First start, first round is a free start. After that any team that steps outside of the rails is disqualified.

5)
Pulling distance to be 3 or 6 ft. in one continuous motion, with three starts to haul each load. *** In the case of a 20 ft. pull, horses to pull drag 20 ft. in three starts but stay hooked on the drag between starts.

6)
You have 4 minutes to haul each load once your name has been called. You must be hooked on the drag in the first two minutes. (As many attempts to hook in that time). If a timer is not available a 3 attempts rule may be used with or without a time limit.

7)
In case of breakage you will continue at the end of the round or have 15 minutes to repair if you are near the end of the round.

8)
If because of breakage the drag has been setting for more than 4 minutes, you may request it to be reset.

9)
Each movement will constitute a start, at judges’ decision.

10)
Starting loads: LIGHT ---3000 lbs.           MEDIUM ---4000lbs           Heavy---5000 lbs. Light teams to weigh no less than 2200 lbs. and no horse in any team to weigh less than 1100 lbs. Light Class 2400--2799 Medium Class 2800--3199 Heavy Class—3200-up

11)
All placings to be by the heaviest load per class. All incomplete pulls to be measured and you will receive your best distance. Exception to this will be made for a special pull.

12)
Horse teams to be disqualified if any animal is blemished or in poor condition. Judges decision is final.

13)
All teams to pull in the same direction and drag to be reset after each movement. ***In the case of a 20 ft pull, drag to be pulled in one direction only and will be reset when there is not enough room left at the end of the rails.

14)
Drag load: Will be set by judge and or committee. Not less than 200 lbs and no more than 1200 lbs. at any one time.

15)
Any teamster deemed to be under the influence of  alcohol and or drugs will not be allowed to pull. This is at the judges and or committee members’ discretion. If any teamster is deemed to be in violation of this rule, the association may take appropriate disciplinary action.

16)
No whips, cruelty or profane language to be tolerated at any pulling event. Light use of reins in forward of the hand to be allowed. NO butt reining

17)
Each pulling event to set own times and class order.

18)
There will be no jumping in any pull. First infraction, lose that start, next elimination.

19)
Drag not to be pulled past 20 ft. in a 6 or 3 ft. pull. This distance to be clearly marked.

20)
All horses to be shod at beginning of competition.

21)       Teamsters are to carry their gear to and from the pulling area.

22)
Any teamster leaving horses unattended during pull will be eliminated.

23)
Every load to be hooked by all teams.

24)
The judges’ decision is FINAL. No teamster will be allowed to abuse the judge at any time.   We as an Association will not tolerate any harassment towards our officials of any kind before, during or after an event. Consequences to be deemed by the Board of Directors on a case- by- case basis. 

25) That owner, operator (teamster) and horse will be barred for twelve (12) months

       from any sanctioned events by the Western Nova Scotia Draft Horse Association     

       if the drug test is positive.

***Any situation that arises and is not covered will be at the discretion of the judge and or pulling committee.

Note: Teamsters are encouraged to collect awards,” with their team”. Not only is this a crowd pleaser, it also encourages sponsorship. As we all know, sponsorship and crowd approval are important to our sport.

